
STATE OF MICHIGAN 
IN THE KENT COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 

EARLY LEARNING NEIGHBORHOOD 
COLLABORATIVE, a Michigan nonprofit 
organization, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

NKECHY EKERE EZEH, an individual; 
and SHARON KILLEBREW, an 
individual, 

Defendants. 

Case No. 23-  ,O9219-O3 
CURT A. BENSON Honorable 

Brian P. Lennon (P47361) 
Matthew E. Sierawski (P83524) 
WARNER NORCROSS & JUDD LLP 
150 Ottawa Avenue, NW, Suite 1500 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 
616.752.2000 
blennon@wnj.com 
msierawski@wnj.com 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 

COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

There is no pending or resolved civil action between these parties 
arising out of the transaction or occurrence alleged in this 
complaint. 

This case involves a Business or Commercial Dispute under MCL 
600.8031(1)(c)(iii) and thus meets the statutory requirements to be 
assigned to the Business Court Docket. 

COMPLAINT 

Early Learning Neighborhood. Collaborative ("ELNC") states its Complaint against 

Nkechy Ekere Ezeh and Sharon Killebrew as follows: 
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INTRODUCTION

1. ELNC has accomplished tremendous things in Grand Rapids and elsewhere, 

advocating on behalf of partner organizations rooted in historically underserved communities for 

many years.  Tragically, however, the continued operation of ELNC is uncertain due to the 

fraudulent conduct of its former CEO and Director of Finance and Administration, both of whom 

were terminated over the summer following a lengthy internal investigation.   

2. In 2023, ELNC launched an internal investigation following complaints made by a 

whistleblower relating to the conduct of Dr. Nkechy Ekere Ezeh (“Dr. Ezeh”), ELNC’s then-CEO.  

The investigation revealed, among other things, that Dr. Ezeh had used a web of interrelated 

organizations to funnel hundreds of thousands of dollars to herself, as well as to her family and 

friends—money that should have been used to support at-risk youth.  But the wrongdoing extended 

far beyond Dr. Ezeh.  For example, Sharon Killebrew, who handled ELNC’s bookkeeping, paid 

herself nearly $1,000,000 between June 2017 to April 2023 without ELNC Board’s knowledge.   

As a result, Dr. Ezeh, Killebrew, and others were terminated this past summer, and many of those 

who remained have since resigned.  In short, Dr. Ezeh’s and Killebrew’s unlawful conduct has 

decimated ELNC.    

PARTIES AND JURISDICTION

3. ELNC is a Michigan nonprofit organization organized under the laws of the state 

of Michigan with its principal place of business in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  ELNC’s Board is 

currently comprised of three members, all of whom support the filing of the instant action.  The 

other six Board member have resigned.   

4. Jurisdiction is proper in this Court because the monetary relief requested is in 

excess of $25,000. See MCL 600.605. 
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5. On information and belief, Dr. Ezeh is a Michigan resident, residing at 2244 

Okemos Dr. SE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506. 

6. This Court has personal jurisdiction over Dr. Ezeh pursuant to MCL 600.701(2), as 

she is domiciled in Michigan.   

7. On information and belief, Killebrew is a Michigan resident, residing at 506 

Emerald Ave NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503. 

8. This Court has personal jurisdiction over Killebrew pursuant to MCL 600.701(2), 

as she is domiciled in Michigan.   

9. Venue is proper under MCL 600.1621(a), as Kent County is where Dr. Ezeh and 

Killebrew reside.    

10. Business Court is proper under MCL 600.8031(1)(c)(iii). 

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS

Dr. Ezeh forms ELNC 

11. Dr. Ezeh formed ELNC in 2010, serving as ELNC’s Founder and CEO.   

12. ELNC compensated Dr. Ezeh for her role as CEO. 

13. ELNC provides funding, support services, and advocates on behalf of partner 

organizations rooted in historically underserved communities in Grand Rapids, Battle Creek, and 

Kalamazoo.    

14. ELNC secures grants from various organizations, including The W.K. Kellogg 

Foundation, The Stryker Johnston Foundation, The U.S. Department of Health and Human 

Services, and The Michigan Department of Education.   

15. In 2021, ELNC’s total income was roughly $17,000,000, with roughly 80% coming 

from foundations and the other 20% from public funding, individuals, and businesses.   
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16. ELNC distributes this money to many partner organizations, including, among 

others, Steepletown Neighborhood Services, the Hispanic Center of West Michigan, The Refugee 

Education Center, and YWCA Kalamazoo.   

17. ELNC’s partner organizations use that money to fund early learning education 

centers to serve youth located in at-risk communities.     

In 2022, Dr. Ezeh forms various entities to funnel money from ELNC to her consulting business, 
enriching herself at the expense of the youth served by ELNC’s partner organizations. 

18. Dr. Ezeh has been involved in the formation of several entities, all of which are 

interrelated.   

19. Around the same time Dr. Ezeh formed ELNC in 2010, she also formed PONA 

Consulting, L3C.  A true and correct copy of PONA’s Articles of Incorporation is attached hereto 

as Exhibit A.       

20. Dr. Ezeh is PONA’s registered agent.   

21. According to PONA’s website, the company “provides a wide range of services in 

the area of Education and Organizational Capacity Building” specializing in “Early Childhood 

Curriculum Development & Technical Assistance,” “Parent Engagement,” “Leadership 

Development,” among other services.  (https://ponaconsulting.com).   

22. PONA lists ELNC as a client.  (Id.) 

23. In April 2022, Dr. Ezeh also formed the Early Years Coalition (“EYC”). 

24. Dr. Ezeh directed Killebrew (ELNC’s Director of Finance and Administration) to 

register EYC with Michigan’s Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (“LARA”).  A true and correct 

copy of EYC’s Articles of Incorporation is attached hereto as Exhibit B.       

25. At Dr. Ezeh’s direction, Killebrew listed Louise Foltz, Dana Boals, and Sydney 

Bonk as the incorporators.   
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26. On May 3, 2022, Dr. Ezeh and Don’Nae Crawford (an ELNC employee) opened a 

Fifth Third Bank Account on behalf of EYC, fraudulently signing as Louise Foltz. 

27. A 501(c)(3) application was never filed on behalf of EYC. 

28. Dr. Ezeh then used EYC and PONA to funnel significant amounts of money from 

ELNC to herself—money that should have been used to benefit at-risk youth.   

29. The scheme worked as follows: various foundations, state and federal governments, 

individuals, and businesses awarded grants to ELNC.  ELNC distributed that grant money to EYC, 

and EYC paid significant amounts of that money to PONA (i.e., Dr. Ezeh) for “consulting” 

services via fraudulent invoices.   

30. Between May 2022 to August 2022, a total of $227,840 was transferred from ELNC 

to EYC at Dr. Ezeh’s direction. 

31. Specifically, on or around May 31, 2022, at Dr. Ezeh’s direction, ELNC transferred 

$27,840 into EYC’s bank account, an additional $100,000 into EYC’s bank account on or around 

July 7, 2022, and another $100,000 into EYC’s bank account on or around August 26, 2022.   

32. Of this amount, EYC distributed $110,000 to PONA, Dr. Ezeh’s consulting 

company.  This was in addition to the compensation Dr. Ezeh received as ELNC’s CEO. 

33. Specifically, EYC made the following fraudulent payments to PONA: 

PONA Invoice Date Date Amount  
Unknown 6/4/22 $10,000
Unknown 7/14/22 $10,000
Unknown 7/20/22 $10,500
Unknown 8/31/22 $30,000
Unknown 9/4/22 $30,000
Unknown 9/15/22 $14,500
10/10/22 11/15/22 $5,000



6 

34. A true and correct copy of the 10/10/22 invoice issued by PONA to EYC is attached 

hereto as Exhibit C.  The remaining invoices have not been located.  Rather, the charges have 

been traced through bank records. 

35. On information and belief, the remaining $117,840 was distributed to Dr. Ezeh’s 

family and friends, including Pius Ezeh (Dr. Ezeh’s husband), Eusebus Ekere (Dr. Ezeh’s brother), 

and Don’Nae Crawford (an ELNC employee close to Dr. Ezeh that was paid through her own 

consulting company, Assistry Concierge Services, LLC).   

36. Eventually, Dr. Ezeh decided to change EYC’s name, as EYC could easily be 

confused with ELNC.  EYC is now a defunct organization, never actually accomplishing anything 

in the roughly six months it was “operational.” 

37. Thus, in August 2022, Dr. Ezeh formed the Global Open Learning and 

Development Preschools (“GOLD”)—a totally new company to replace EYC. 

38. Dr. Ezeh directed Killebrew to register GOLD with LARA.  A true and correct copy 

of GOLD’s Articles of Incorporation is attached hereto as Exhibit D. 

39. At Dr. Ezeh’s direction, Killebrew listed Louise Foltz, Dana Boals, and Sydney 

Bonk as the incorporators.   

40. GOLD is a partner organization of ELNC, receiving money from ELNC to run two 

locations: The International Preschool of the Arts located at 652 Cesar E. Chavez Ave SW, Grand 

Rapids, Michigan 49506 (hereinafter referred to as “Cesar Chavez”), and The Explore & Learn 

Academy located at 1250 Sigsbee SE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506 (hereinafter referred to as 

“Sigsbee”). 



7 

41. Like EYC, Dr. Ezeh used GOLD and PONA to funnel significant amounts of 

money from ELNC to herself—money that should have been used to benefit at-risk youth at Caesar 

Chavez and Sigsbee.   

42. In late 2022, Dr. Ezeh estimated that roughly 128 children would eventually be 

enrolled at GOLD schools. 

43. Accordingly, on or around November 4, 2022, ELNC made an initial advance 

payment of $128,000 to GOLD, representing $1,000 per child enrolled. 

44. Of this amount, GOLD paid $68,500 to PONA, Dr. Ezeh’s consulting company.  

This was in addition to the compensation Dr. Ezeh received as ELNC’s CEO, as well as the 

$110,000 EYC paid to PONA. 

45. Specifically, GOLD made the following fraudulent payments to PONA: 

PONA Invoice Date Paid Date Amount  
11/9/22 11/13/22 $10,000
12/1/22 12/9/22 $5,000
1/2/23 1/13/23 $5,000
1/28/23 2/1/23 $15,000
Unknown 2/1/23 $15,000
1/28/23 2/4/23 $3,500
1/28/23 2/6/23 $5,000
3/1/23 3/6/23 $5,000
4/1/23 4/4/23 $5,000

46. A true and correct copy of the invoices issued by PONA to GOLD are attached 

hereto as Exhibit E. 

47. On information and belief, the vast majority of the remaining money was 

distributed to Dr. Ezeh’s family and friends, including Pius Ezeh (Dr. Ezeh’s husband), Eusebus 

Ekere (Dr. Ezeh’s brother), and Don’Nae Crawford (again, an ELNC employee close to Dr. Ezeh 

who was paid through her own consulting company, Assistry Concierge Services, LLC).   
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48. For example, in March 2023, Dr. Ezeh purchased a $45,000 cashier’s check from 

GOLD’s account that she inexplicably provided to her brother, Eusebus Ekere (“Mr. Ekere”).  

49. One year prior, in March 2022, Mr. Ekere filed a voluntary petition for Chapter 7 

bankruptcy in the Northern District of Texas.  (See In Re Eusebus Nnadozie Ekere, Case No. 22-

40494-elm7, ECF No. 1.) 

50. According to the petition, this was the second time Mr. Ekere had filed for 

bankruptcy in a three-year span.  (Id. at p 3.) 

51. Mr. Ekere listed his occupation as an “Independent Truck Driver” employed by 

“Falcon Carrier.”  He had purportedly held this position for the past seven months. (Id. at p 43.)  

52. Mr. Ekere’s average monthly net income was $2,672.00, whereas his liabilities 

exceeded $140,000.  (Id. at pp 44, 49.) 

53. In the petition, Mr. Ekere also references a time when he “facilitated the purchase 

of a commercial truck for his sister Nkechy Marie Ezeh but wasn’t able to complete transaction so 

[he] returned the funds. ($9,000)[.]” (Id. at p 59.)  

54. Roughly a year after filing for bankruptcy, on March 13, 2023, Mr. Ekere randomly 

issued an invoice to GOLD requesting a $45,000 “advance for planning purposes.”  A true and 

correct copy of the invoice is attached hereto as Exhibit F. 

55. Like the invoices issued by PONA to GOLD, Mr. Ekere’s invoice is incredibly 

rudimentary. 

56. The invoice is excerpted below: 
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57. Thereafter, on March 28, 2023, Dr. Ezeh purchased a $45,000 cashier’s check 

(Cashier Check #00419234536) from GOLD’s account that she made payable to her brother.   

58. On information and belief, this payment had absolutely nothing to do with GOLD’s 

operation and was made without ELNC Board’s knowledge or approval. 

59. In sum, from June 2022 to April 2023, Dr. Ezeh surreptitiously funneled more than 

$178,500 from ELNC through EYC/GOLD to PONA, and hundreds of thousands of more dollars 

from ELNC through EYC/GOLD to her family and friends.     

60. None of this was done with ELNC Board’s knowledge or approval.    

Between June 2017 to April 2023, Dr. Ezeh approves nearly $1,000,000 in payments to Killebrew 
without every notifying the Board.   

61. Beyond personally enriching herself, Dr. Ezeh also approved exorbitant payments 

to Killebrew (to Killebrew’s Shared Blessings entity) without ELNC Board’s knowledge or 

approval, totaling nearly $1,000,000 over several years.   

62. For many years, Killebrew purportedly operated as a 1099 contractor through her 

company Shared Blessings. 

63. On information and belief, Shared Blessings is not a registered entity with LARA, 

which Killebrew operates as a sole proprietorship. 

64. On June 7, 2017, Dr. Ezeh (ELNC) and Killebrew (Shared Blessings) executed a 

professional services provider agreement (“Provider Agreement”).   
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65. Pursuant to the Provider Agreement, Killebrew agreed to provide “Budget 

Administration consulting services” as a 1099 to ELNC, ultimately serving as ELNC’s Director of 

Finance and Administration. 

66. In exchange, ELNC agreed to pay Killebrew $111,000 per year in equal monthly 

installments of $9,250.  

67. Between June 2017 to April 2023, ELNC paid Killebrew nearly $700,000 pursuant 

to the Provider Agreement. 

68. In addition to the $700,000 ELNC paid Killebrew pursuant to the Provider 

Agreement, Dr. Ezeh also approved an additional $269,600 to be paid to Killebrew between March 

2020 to December 2021: 

Shared Blessings Invoice Date Paid Date Amount  
Unknown 3/31/20 $57,000
Unknown 8/20/20 $57,000
Unknown 12/11/20 $45,600
10/22/21 10/22/21 $35,000
Unknown 12/31/21 $75,000

69. A true and correct copy of the October 22, 2021 invoice issued by Shared Blessings 

to ELNC is attached hereto as Exhibit G. The remaining invoices have not been located.  Rather, 

the charges have been traced through bank records. 

70. None of these exorbitant payments were approved by ELNC Board. 

71. For example, on December 29, 2021, Killebrew emailed Dr. Ezeh, requesting “an 

additional payment of $50,000,” as well as “an additional $25,000 to cover [her] unused PTO 

($10,000) and the additional responsibilities of Associate Director ($15,000).”  (Ex H, 12/29/21 

Email from Killebrew to Ezeh.) 
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72. The very next day, without ever notifying the ELNC Board, Dr. Ezeh approved the 

$75,000 payment to Killebrew.  (Id.) As reflected in paragraph 68, the payment was then processed 

on December 31, 2021 and later paid.   

ELNC launches an internal investigation after a whistleblower comes forward. 

73. In early 2023, a whistleblower raised credible concerns about Dr. Ezeh’s 

performance as CEO, including her reckless spending.  As a result, an internal investigation was 

launched into ELNC’s operation. 

74. Numerous ELNC employees were interviewed as a part of this investigation, and 

Dr. Ezeh was ultimately terminated from her role as CEO for the issues described above, among 

other things.   

75. Following the investigation, it became clear significant work needed to be done to 

stabilize ELNC and minimize the fallout and reputational damage to the organization.    

76. As a result, the Board transitioned from a governing board to a working board so 

that it could find solutions to the problems uncovered by the internal investigation.  

77. Given the immense amount of work to be done, six of the nine Board members 

resigned from ELNC, leaving just three Board members to guide ELNC through this turbulent 

time, all of whom also have full-time jobs. 

78. Since the firing of Dr. Ezeh, Killebrew, and others, an interim executive team has 

been established.   

79. As of September 15, 2023, much of the interim executive team has resigned (or will 

be resigning), including the entire financial accounting team, some of whom cited the financial 

mess left behind by Killebrew as a reason for leaving. 
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80. While identifying the entire scope and extent of the illegal scheme requires 

obtaining and analyzing numerous records—the records within Plaintiff’s possession establish the 

following categories and dollar amounts of presently known and calculable damages: 

Categories of Known Damages Amount of Calculable 
Damages 

Funds Embezzled Through EYC to PONA $110,000
Funds Embezzled Through EYC to Family/Friends $110,000+
Funds Embezzled Through GOLD to PONA $68,500
Funds Embezzled Through GOLD to Family/Friends $55,000+
Funds Embezzled Through Shared Blessings $312,850
Total Calculated Damages $656,350
Treble Damages $1,969,050
Attorney’s Fees and Related Costs TBD

COUNT I – EMBEZZLEMENT
(Against Dr. Ezeh) 

81. Each of the foregoing paragraphs is repeated, realleged, and incorporated by 

reference as if set forth at length herein. 

82. Dr. Ezeh, as ELNC’s CEO, had a relationship of trust with ELNC. 

83. Dr. Ezeh, as ELNC’s CEO, came into possession of ELNC’s money and control 

over ELNC’s checking account. 

84. Dr. Ezeh dishonestly disposed of or converted certain monies to her own use 

through various means, including, but not limited to, funneling hundreds of thousands of dollars 

from ELNC to herself and her family and friends through a web of interrelated entities.  

85. Dr. Ezeh did so without ELNC’s consent and with the intention of defrauding or 

cheating ELNC. 

86. As a direct and proximate result of Dr. Ezeh’s actions, ELNC has suffered presently 

known and calculable damages totaling at least $343,500. 
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87. Per MCL 600.2919a(1), Dr. Ezeh is liable to ELNC for treble damages of 

$1,030,500, as well as attorney’s fees, expert fees, and related costs. 

88. WHEREFORE, ELNC respectfully requests that a judgment be entered against Dr. 

Ezeh in the amount of $1,030,500 (or more as the scheme is further uncovered through the course 

of discovery), including interest, as well as attorney’s fees, expert fees, and related costs.  ELNC 

also requests such other relied as the Court deems just and equitable. 

COUNT II – FRAUD 
(Against Dr. Ezeh) 

89. Each of the foregoing paragraphs is repeated, realleged, and incorporated by 

reference as if set forth at length herein. 

90. As more specifically described above, Dr. Ezeh intentionally misrepresented and/or 

concealed true facts concerning the disposition of ELNC’s money, as well as her loyalty to ELNC, 

including her intention to funnel ELNC’s money directly to herself through a web of interrelated 

entities.    

91. These fraudulent misrepresentations and/or omissions induced ELNC to permit Dr. 

Ezeh to continue to serve as ELNC’s CEO until her termination in the summer of 2023.  

92. This reliance by ELNC was reasonable.   

93. In making these fraudulent misrepresentations and/or omissions, Dr. Ezeh intended 

to induce such reliance on the part of ELNC.  

94. Such conduct by Dr. Ezeh constitutes a fraud against ELNC. 

95. Dr. Ezeh’s fraudulent acts against ELNC are the direct and proximate cause of 

significant damages to ELNC, totaling at least $343,500, including damages in an amount yet to 

be determined, such as damages associated with ELNC’s lost value (including lost revenues) and 
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damage to ELNC’s reputation.  ELNC further seeks disgorgement of Dr. Ezeh’s wages and other 

compensation while serving as ELNC’s CEO.  

96. WHEREFORE, ELNC respectfully requests that a judgment be entered against Dr. 

Ezeh in the amount of $343,500 (or more as the scheme is further uncovered through the course 

of discovery), plus any other damages owed, costs, reasonable attorney’s fees, and interest.   ELNC 

also requests such other relief as the Court deems just and equitable.   

COUNT III – BREACH OF FIDUCIARY DUTY 
(Against Dr. Ezeh) 

97. Each of the foregoing paragraphs is repeated, realleged, and incorporated by 

reference as if set forth at length herein. 

98. The duty of loyalty requires a fiduciary to act in the principal’s best interest in all 

matters connected with the fiduciary relationship.  

99. The duty of care requires a fiduciary to discharge all functions with the degree of 

skill or care that a reasonably prudent person would use. 

100. A fiduciary must be honest in fact in all dealings with the principal and act with the 

utmost good faith and loyalty to further the principal’s interest.  

101. As ELNC’s CEO, Dr. Ezeh owed fiduciary duties of loyalty and care to ELNC, 

meaning Dr. Ezeh was obligated to act in good faith, in a truthful and honest manner, and not to 

promote her individual or personal interests at the expense of ELNC. 

102. Dr. Ezeh knew she did not have authority to divert hundreds of thousands of dollars 

to herself and her family and friends through a web of interrelated entities.     

103. Rather, Dr. Ezeh did these and many other things to promote her self-interests, as 

opposed to ELNC’s best interest. 
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104. Dr. Ezeh therefore breached her duties of loyalty, honesty, due care, and good faith 

and fair dealing. 

105. As a direct and proximate result of Dr. Ezeh’s actions, ELNC has suffered presently 

known and calculable damages totaling at least $343,500, including damages in an amount yet to 

be determined, such as damages associated with ELNC’s lost value (including lost revenues) and 

damage to ELNC’s reputation.  ELNC further seeks disgorgement of Dr. Ezeh’s wages and other 

compensation while serving as ELNC’s CEO.  

106. WHEREFORE, ELNC respectfully requests that a judgment be entered against Dr. 

Ezeh in the amount of $343,500 (or more as the scheme is further uncovered through the course 

of discovery), plus any other damages owed, costs, reasonable attorney’s fees, and interest.   ELNC 

also requests such other relief as the Court deems just and equitable. 

COUNT IV – EMBEZZLEMENT 
(Against Killebrew) 

107. Each of the foregoing paragraphs is repeated, realleged, and incorporated by 

reference as if set forth at length herein. 

108. Killebrew, as ELNC’s Director of Finance and Administration, had a relationship 

of trust with ELNC. 

109. Killebrew, as ELNC’s Director of Finance and Administration, came into 

possession of ELNC’s money and control over ELNC’s checking account. 

110. Killebrew dishonestly disposed of or converted certain monies to her own use 

through various means, including by paying herself hundreds of thousands of dollars above and 

beyond what she was entitled to earn.   

111. Killebrew did so without ELNC’s consent and with the intention of defrauding or 

cheating ELNC. 



16 

112. As a direct and proximate result of Killebrew’s actions, ELNC has suffered 

presently known and calculable damages totaling at least $312,850. 

113. Per MCL 600.2919a(1), Killebrew is liable to ELNC for treble damages of 

$938,550, as well as attorney’s fees, expert fees, and related costs. 

114. WHEREFORE, ELNC respectfully requests that a judgment be entered against 

Killebrew in the amount of $808,800 (or more as the scheme is further uncovered through the 

course of discovery), including interest, as well as attorney’s fees, expert fees, and related costs.  

ELNC also requests such other relied as the Court deems just and equitable.   

COUNT V – FRAUD 
(Against Killebrew) 

115. Each of the foregoing paragraphs is repeated, realleged, and incorporated by 

reference as if set forth at length herein. 

116. As more specifically described above, Killebrew intentionally misrepresented 

and/or concealed true facts concerning the disposition of ELNC’s money, as well as her loyalty to 

ELNC, including her intention to illegally direct hundreds of thousands of dollars to herself, as 

well as her failure to maintain a true and correct accounting of ELNC’s books and records, which 

to date has gone uncorrected.   

117. These fraudulent misrepresentations and/or omissions induced ELNC to permit 

Killebrew to continue to serve as ELNC’s Director of Finance and Administration until her 

termination in the summer of 2023.  

118. This reliance by ELNC was reasonable.   

119. In making these fraudulent misrepresentations and/or omissions, Killebrew 

intended to induce such reliance on the part of ELNC.  

120. Such conduct by Killebrew constitutes a fraud against ELNC. 
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121. Killebrew’s fraudulent acts against ELNC are the direct and proximate cause of 

significant damages to ELNC, totaling at least $312,850, including damages in an amount yet to 

be determined, such as damages associated with ELNC’s lost value (including lost revenues) and 

damage to ELNC’s reputation.  ELNC further seeks disgorgement of Killebrew’s wages and other 

compensation while serving as ELNC’s Director of Finance and Administration. 

122. WHEREFORE, ELNC respectfully requests that a judgment be entered against 

Killebrew in the amount of $312,850 (or more as the scheme is further uncovered through the 

course of discovery), plus any other damages owed, costs, reasonable attorney’s fees, and interest.   

ELNC also requests such other relief as the Court deems just and equitable.   

COUNT VI – CIVIL CONSPIRACY 
(Against Dr. Ezeh and Killebrew) 

123. Each of the foregoing paragraphs is repeated, realleged, and incorporated by 

reference as if set forth at length herein. 

124. Dr. Ezeh and Killebrew engaged in the wrongful acts, omissions, communications, 

and transactions as alleged above. 

125. Dr. Ezeh and Killebrew did so for the unlawful purpose of defrauding ELNC and 

converting ELNC’s monies and assets, including embezzling monies from ELNC. 

126. As a direct and proximate result of Dr. Ezeh’s and Killebrew’s actions, ELNC has 

suffered presently known and calculable damages totaling at least $656,350. 

127. WHEREFORE, ELNC respectfully requests that a judgment be entered against Dr. 

Ezeh and Killebrew in the amount of $656,350 (or more as the scheme is further uncovered through 

the course of discovery), plus any other damages owed, costs, reasonable attorney’s fees, and 

interest.   ELNC also requests such other relief as the Court deems just and equitable.   





Exhibit A 







Exhibit B 



  
Form Revision Date 07/2016 

ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION 
For use by DOMESTIC NONPROFIT CORPORATION 

Pursuant to the provisions of Act 162, Public Acts of 1982, the undersigned corporation executes the following Articles: 

ARTICLE I  

The name of the corporation is:

EARLY YEARS COALITION  

 

ARTICLE II 

The purpose or purposes for which the corporation is formed are: 

The purpose or purposes for which the corporation is formed are: 
Early Years Coalition is organized as a Michigan Nonprofit Corporation as permitted by the Michigan Nonprofit Act 162 of 1982. Said 
corporation is organized exclusively for charitable purposes, including, for such purposes, the making of distributions to organizations that 
qualify as exempt organizations under Section 501 (c) (c) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future tax 
code. The specific purpose of Early Years Coalition is to re-imagine early childhood education for vulnerable children by implementing 
BOLDER strategies and creating access to quality early childhood education and learning opportunities they need as a foundation for future 
independence and success and to provide a place for teachers and parents to dialogue about the importance of the early years and the 
possibilities for education. This purpose furthers one or more charitable or educational purposes described in Section 501 (c) (c) of the 
Internal Revenue Code. No substantial part of the efforts of the corporation shall be the carrying out of activities considered to be for 
political or legislative purposes.

 

ARTICLE III 

The Corporation is formed upon Non StockNon Stock   basis. 

If formed on a stock basis, the total number of shares the corporation has authority to issue is 
 

 

If formed on a nonstock basis, the description and value of its real property assets are (if none, insert "none"):

None 

The description and value of its personal property assets are (if none, insert "none"):

None 

The corporation is to be financed under the following general plan:

Grants and Donations 

The Corporation is formed on a DirectorshipDirectorship   basis. 

ARTICLE IV 
The street address of the registered office of the corporation and the name of the resident agent at the registered office (P.O. 
Boxes are not acceptable):

 

1.  Agent Name: LOUISE FOLTZ  

2. Street Address: 506 EMERALD AVE NE  

Apt/Suite/Other:  

City: GRAND RAPIDS  

State: MI Zip Code: 49503  

3. Registered Office Mailing Address: 

Filed by Corporations Division Administrator   Filing Number: 222543450630     Date: 04/18/2022



P.O. Box or Street 
Address: PO BOX 2812  

Apt/Suite/Other:  

City: GRAND RAPIDS  

State: MIMI  Zip Code: 49501  

ARTICLE V 

The name(s) and address(es) of the incorporator(s) is (are) as follows:

Name Residence or Business Address

LOUISE FOLTZ 102 BLOSSOM DRIVE, PORTLAND, MI 49875 USA 

DANA BOALS 506 EMERALD AVE NE, GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49503 USA 

SYDNEY BONK 506 EMERALD AVE NE, GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49503 USA 

Use the space below for additional Articles or for continuation of previous Articles. Please identify any Article being continued or added.  

ARTICLE VI 
UPON DISSOLUTION OF THIS ORGANIZATION, ASSETS SHALL BE DISTRIBUTED FOR ONE OR MORE EXEMPT PURPOSES WITHIN THE 

MEANING OF SECTION 501 (C) (3) OF THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE, OR CORRESPONDING SECTION OF ANY FUTURE FEDERAL TAX CODE, 
OR SHALL BE DISTRIBUTED TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, OR TO A STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT, FOR A PUBLIC PURPOSE. 

 

Signed this 9th Day of April, 2022 by the incorporator(s). 

Signature Title Title if ''Other'' was selected 

Louise Foltz Incorporator 

   

By selecting ACCEPT, I hereby acknowledge that this electronic document is being signed in accordance with the Act. I further certify 
that to the best of my knowledge the information provided is true, accurate, and in compliance with the Act.

 

nmlkj Decline       nmlkji Accept 



 

 

MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 

 

FILING ENDORSEMENT 

 

 
This is to Certify that the  
 

for 
 
 
 

 
      ID Number: 

 
 
 
 
 

received by electronic transmission on                                     , is hereby endorsed. 

Filed on                                       , by the Administrator.        

  
The document is effective on the date filed, unless a subsequent effective date within 90 days after  

received date is stated in the document. 

 

  

 

  

      

      

     
       In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my  
       hand and affixed the Seal of the Department,  
     

 
 

EARLY YEARS COALITION

ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION

802839880

April 18, 2022

April 09, 2022

in the City of Lansing, this 18th dayin the City of Lansing, this 18th dayin the City of Lansing, this 18th dayin the City of Lansing, this 18th day
of April, 2022.of April, 2022.of April, 2022.of April, 2022.

Filed by Corporations Division Administrator   Filing Number: 222543450630     Date: 04/18/2022

Linda Clegg, DirectorLinda Clegg, DirectorLinda Clegg, DirectorLinda Clegg, Director
Corporations, Securities & Commercial Licensing BureauCorporations, Securities & Commercial Licensing BureauCorporations, Securities & Commercial Licensing BureauCorporations, Securities & Commercial Licensing Bureau
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Form Revision Date 07/2016 

ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION 
For use by DOMESTIC NONPROFIT CORPORATION 

Pursuant to the provisions of Act 162, Public Acts of 1982, the undersigned corporation executes the following Articles: 

ARTICLE I  

The name of the corporation is:

GLOBAL OPEN LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT PRESCHOOLS  

 

ARTICLE II 

The purpose or purposes for which the corporation is formed are: 

Global Open Learning and Development Preschools is organized as a Michigan Nonprofit Corporation as permitted by the Michigan Nonprofit 
Act of 1982. Said corporation is organized exclusively for charitable purposes, including for such purposes, the making of distributions to 
organizations that qualify as exempt organizations under Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of 
any future tax code. The specific purpose of Global Open Learning and Development Preschools is to re-imagine early childhood education 
for vulnerable children by implementing BOLD strategies and creating access to quality early childhood education and learning opportunities 
they need as a foundation for future independence and success. Open learning is used to describe learning situations in which learners 
have the flexibility to choose from a variety of options in relation to the time, place, instructional methods, modes of access, and other 
factors related to their learning processes. Global Open Learning and Development Preschools are for those interested in and inspired by 
the ideas and concepts found in the open learning philosophy and constructivist approaches to early childhood education such as Reggio 
Emilia, Montessori, Waldorf, Froebel and High Scope programs etc. The purpose furthers one or more charitable or educational purposes 
described in Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code. No substantial part of the efforts of the corporation shall be the carrying 
out of activities considered to be for political or legislative purposes.

 

ARTICLE III 

The Corporation is formed upon Non StockNon Stock   basis. 

If formed on a stock basis, the total number of shares the corporation has authority to issue is 
 

 

If formed on a nonstock basis, the description and value of its real property assets are (if none, insert "none"):

NONE 

The description and value of its personal property assets are (if none, insert "none"):

NONE 

The corporation is to be financed under the following general plan:

Grants and Donations 

The Corporation is formed on a DirectorshipDirectorship   basis. 

ARTICLE IV 
The street address of the registered office of the corporation and the name of the resident agent at the registered office (P.O. 
Boxes are not acceptable):

 

1.  Agent Name: LOUISE FOLTZ  

2. Street Address: 506 EMERALD AVE NE  

Apt/Suite/Other:  

City: GRAND RAPIDS  

State: MI Zip Code: 49503  

Filed by Corporations Division Administrator   Filing Number: 222571908710     Date: 08/05/2022



3. Registered Office Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box or Street 
Address: P. O. BOX 2812  

Apt/Suite/Other:  

City: GRAND RAPIDS  

State: MIMI  Zip Code: 49501  

ARTICLE V 

The name(s) and address(es) of the incorporator(s) is (are) as follows:

Name Residence or Business Address

SYDNEY BONK 506 EMERALD AVE NE, GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49503 USA 

DANA BOALS 506 EMERALD AVE NE, GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49503 USA 

LOUISE FOLTZ 102 BLOSSOM DRIVE, PORTLAND, MI 49875 USA 

Use the space below for additional Articles or for continuation of previous Articles. Please identify any Article being continued or added.  

ARTICLE VI 
UPON DISSOLUTION OF THIS ORGANIZATION, ASSETS SHALL BE DISTRIBUTED FOR ONE OR MORE EXEMPT PURPOSES WITHIN THE 

MEANING OF SECTION 501 (C) (3) OF THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE OR CORRESPONDING SECTION OF ANY FUTURE FEDERAL TAX CODE, 
OR SHALL BE DISTRIBUTED TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, OR TO A STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT, FOR A PUBLIC PURPOSE. 

 

Signed this 5th Day of August, 2022 by the incorporator(s). 

Signature Title Title if ''Other'' was selected 

Louise Foltz Incorporator 

   

By selecting ACCEPT, I hereby acknowledge that this electronic document is being signed in accordance with the Act. I further certify 
that to the best of my knowledge the information provided is true, accurate, and in compliance with the Act.

 

nmlkj Decline       nmlkji Accept 



 

 

MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 

 

FILING ENDORSEMENT 

 

 
This is to Certify that the  
 

for 
 
 
 

 
      ID Number: 

 
 
 
 
 

received by electronic transmission on                                     , is hereby endorsed. 

Filed on                                       , by the Administrator.        

  
The document is effective on the date filed, unless a subsequent effective date within 90 days after  

received date is stated in the document. 

 

  

 

  

      

      

     
       In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my  
       hand and affixed the Seal of the Department,  
     

 
 

GLOBAL OPEN LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT PRESCHOOLS

ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION

802893319

August 05, 2022

August 05, 2022

in the City of Lansing, this 5th dayin the City of Lansing, this 5th dayin the City of Lansing, this 5th dayin the City of Lansing, this 5th day
of August, 2022.of August, 2022.of August, 2022.of August, 2022.

Filed by Corporations Division Administrator   Filing Number: 222571908710     Date: 08/05/2022

Linda Clegg, DirectorLinda Clegg, DirectorLinda Clegg, DirectorLinda Clegg, Director
Corporations, Securities & Commercial Licensing BureauCorporations, Securities & Commercial Licensing BureauCorporations, Securities & Commercial Licensing BureauCorporations, Securities & Commercial Licensing Bureau
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6/18/23, 7:09 PMEarly Learning Neighborhood Collaborative Mail - 2021 Contract

Page 1 of 2https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/?ik=2cd2b719de&view=pt&search=…mpl=msg-a:r-2783993955804628727&simpl=msg-f:1720605584436485057

ELNC Accounts <accounts@elncgr.org>

2021 Contract
2 messages

ELNC Accounts <Accounts@elncgr.org> Wed, Dec 29, 2021 at 5:48 PM
To: Nkechy Ezeh <nkechy@elncgr.org>

Dear Dr. Ezeh,
My monthly contract payment for 2021 was $9,250 for a total of $111,000 annually.  Out of that amount my annual
payroll cost for Roshan was $64,950.   That left me $46,410. I am requesting an additional payment of $50,000 which
will bring me to a total of $96,410.  This equates to $89,558 when considering payroll taxes. 

 I also have not taken any PTO except for the time I was off for the bereavement of my mother.  I have also assumed
the program duties since K'Sandra left on October 8th and have been working most weekends and holidays.
I would like to request an additional $25,000 to cover my unused PTO ($10,000) and the additional responsibilities of
Associate Director ($15,000).

Blessed and Thankful
Sharon
-- 
Sharon Killebrew
Director of Administration and Finance
Early Learning Neighborhood Collaborative (ELNC)
908 Bridge Street NW. Grand Rapids, MI 49504
Main: 616.608.0754  Fax: 616.608.0755
Email: accounts@elncgr.org | Website: www.elncgr.org
www.facebook.com/EarlyLearningNeighborhoodCollaborative

Dr. Nkechy Ezeh <nkechy@elncgr.org> Thu, Dec 30, 2021 at 3:48 PM
To: ELNC Accounts <Accounts@elncgr.org>
Cc: Jordan Cutts <jordanc@elncgr.org>

Dear Sharon,
My heart goes out for you. You are simply doing a lot. 
I am praying that we can agreesib=vely look for a Finance Director and Manager as soon as possible. You cannot
continue like this.

This is approved. Jordan please process. 
[Quoted text hidden]
-- 
Assistant - Gabby Nava - executiveassistant@elncgr.org 

Nkechy
Dr. Nkechy Ekere Ezeh
(She/Her/Hers - Learn more)
Founder, CEO & Pedagogical Leader 
Early Learning Neighborhood Collaborative (ELNC)
Phone: (616) 644-5076

mailto:accounts@elncgr.org
http://www.elncgr.org/
http://www.facebook.com/EarlyLearningNeighborhoodCollaborative
mailto:executiveassistant@elncgr.org
https://www.mypronouns.org/


6/18/23, 7:09 PMEarly Learning Neighborhood Collaborative Mail - 2021 Contract

Page 2 of 2https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/?ik=2cd2b719de&view=pt&search=…mpl=msg-a:r-2783993955804628727&simpl=msg-f:1720605584436485057

Email: nkechy@elncgr.org

  Learn. Teach. Grow.  

mailto:nkechy@elncgr.org
https://www.elncgr.org/
https://www.elncgr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/elncgr/
https://www.instagram.com/elncgr/
https://twitter.com/elncgr
https://www.linkedin.com/company/early-learning-neighborhood-collaborative/


Approved, SCAO 
Original - Court 
1st copy - Defendant 3rd copy - Return 

2nd copy - Plaintiff 

17th 
KENT 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

COUNTY 
SUMMONS 

Court address 
180 Ottawa Avenue NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
Plaintiffs name, address, and telephone no. 
EARLY LEARNING NEIGHBORHOOD 
COLLABORATIVE 

V 

CASE NO. 

cp 2 1 9 

Court telephone no. 
(616) 632-5220 

Plaintiffs attorney, bar no., address, and telephone no. 
Brian P. Lennon (P47361) 
WARNER NORCROSS + JUDD LLP 
150 Ottawa Avenue NW, Suite 1500 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 (616) 752-2000 

CURT A. BEN 

Defendant's name, address, and telephone no. 
NKECHY EKERE EZEH 
2244 Okemos Drive SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49506 

N 

Instructions: Check the items below that apply to you and provide any required information. Submit this form to the court clerk along with your complaint 
and, if necessary, a case inventory addendum (MC 21). The summons section will be completed by the court clerk. 

Domestic Relations Case 
El There are no pending or resolved cases within the jurisdiction of the family division of the circuit court involving the family or 

family members of the person who are the subject of the complaint. 
CI There is one or more pending or resolved cases within the jurisdiction of the family division of the circuit court involving 

the family or family members of the person(s) who are the subject of the complaint. I have separately filed a completed 
confidential case inventory (MC 21) listing those cases. 

El It is unknown if there are pending or resolved cases within the jurisdiction of the family division of the circuit court involving 
the family or family members of the person(s) who are the subject of the complaint. 

Civil Case 
Z This is a business case in which all or part of the action includes a business or commercial dispute under MCL 600.8035. 
El MDHHS and a contracted health plan may have a right to recover expenses in this case. I certify that notice and a copy of 

the complaint will be provided to MDHHS and (if applicable) the contracted health plan in accordance with MCL 400.106(4). 
Z There is no other pending or resolved civil action arising out of the same transaction or occurrence as alleged in the 

complaint. 
n A civil action between these parties or other parties arising out of the transaction or occurrence alleged in the complaint has 

been previously filed in ❑ this court, ❑ 

it was given case number  and assigned to Judge 

The action ❑ remains CI is no longer pending. 

Summons section completed by court clerk. SUMMONS 

Court, where 

NOTICE TO THE DEFENDANT: In the name of the people of the State of Michigan you are notified: 
1. You are being sued. 
2. YOU HAVE 21 DAYS after receiving this summons and a copy of the complaint to file a written answer with the court and 

serve a copy on the other party or take other lawful action with the court (28 days if you were served by mail or you were 
served outside of Michigan). 

3. If you do not answer or take other action within the time allowed, judgment may be entered against you for the relief 
demanded in the complaint. 

4. If you require accommodations to use the court because of a disability or if you require a foreign language interpreter 
to help you fully participate in court proceedings, please contact the court immediately to make arrangements. 

Issue date 
CTP 1 5 

Expiration date * 

DEC 1 5 2023 
Court clerk LISA PUSTKILIUS LYU S 

*This summons is invalid unless served on or before its expiration date. This document must be sealed by the seal of the court. 

MC 01 (3/23) SUMMONS MCR 1.109(D), MCR 2.102(B), MCR 2.103, MCR 2.104, MCR 2.105 



MC 01    (3/23)    SUMMONS MCR 1.109(D), MCR 2.102(B), MCR 2.103, MCR 2.104, MCR 2.105 

Summons (3/23) Case No. 23-_____________-CB

PROOF OF SERVICE 

TO PROCESS SERVER:  You must serve the summons and complaint and file proof of service with the court clerk before 
the expiration date on the summons.  If you are unable to complete service, you must return this original and all copies to 
the court clerk. 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE / NONSERVICE 

 I served      personally       by registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, and delivery restricted to the 
 addressee (copy of return receipt attached)     a copy of the summons and complaint, together with the 
 attachments listed below, on: 

 I have attempted to serve a copy of the summons and complaint, together with the attachments listed below, and 
 have been unable to complete service on: 

Name Date and time of service

Place or address of service

Attachments (if any)

 I am a sheriff, deputy sheriff, bailiff, appointed court officer or attorney for a party. 

 I am a legally competent adult who is not a party or an officer of a corporate party.  I declare under the penalties of 
 perjury that this certificate of service has been examined by me and that its contents are true to the best of my 
 information, knowledge, and belief. 

Service fee Miles traveled Fee Signature 

$ $      
Incorrect address fee Miles traveled Fee TOTAL FEE Name (type or print)

$      $      $      

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF SERVICE 

I acknowledge that I have received service of a copy of the summons and complaint, together with 

on . 
Attachments (if any) Date and time 

on behalf of       
Signature 

Name (type or print) 



Original - Court 2nd copy - Plaintiff 
Approved, SCAO 

17th 
KENT 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

COUNTY 

1st copy - Defendant 3rd copy - Return 

SUMMONS 

Court address 
180 Ottawa Avenue NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
Plaintiffs name, address, and telephone no. 
EARLY LEARNING NEIGHBORHOOD 
COLLABORATIVE 

V 

CASE NO. 

23- 0 9 2 1 Li 
Court telephone no. 

(616) 632-5220 

Plaintiffs attorney, bar no., address, and telephone no. 
Brian P. Lennon (P47361) 
WARNER NORCROSS + JUDD LLP 
150 Ottawa Avenue NW, Suite 1500 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 (616) 752-2000 

CU RT A. B 

Defendant's name, address, and telephone no. 
SHARON KILLEBREW 
506 Emerald Avenue NE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

BISON 

Instructions: Check the items below that apply to you and provide any required information. Submit this form to the court clerk along with your complaint 
and, if necessary, a case inventory addendum (MC 21). The summons section will be completed by the court clerk. 

Domestic Relations Case 
❑ There are no pending or resolved cases within the jurisdiction of the family division of the circuit court involving the family or 

family members of the person who are the subject of the complaint. 
E:1 There is one or more pending or resolved cases within the jurisdiction of the family division of the circuit court involving 

the family or family members of the person(s) who are the subject of the complaint. I have separately filed a completed 
confidential case inventory (MC 21) listing those cases. 

El It is unknown if there are pending or resolved cases within the jurisdiction of the family division of the circuit court involving 
the family or family members of the person(s) who are the subject of the complaint. 

Civil Case 
El This is a business case in which all or part of the action includes a business or commercial dispute under MCL 600.8035. 
❑ MDHHS and a contracted health plan may have a right to recover expenses in this case. I certify that notice and a copy of 

the complaint will be provided to MDHHS and (if applicable) the contracted health plan in accordance with MCL 400.106(4). 
E] There is no other pending or resolved civil action arising out of the same transaction or occurrence as alleged in the 

complaint. 
❑ A civil action between these parties or other parties arising out of the transaction or occurrence alleged in the complaint has 

been previously filed in ❑ this court, El  

it was given case number  

The action 11:1 remains El is no longer pending. 

Summons section completed by court clerk. 

and assigned to Judge 

SUMMONS

Court, where 

NOTICE TO THE DEFENDANT: In the name of the people of the State of Michigan you are notified: 
1 You are being sued. 
2. YOU HAVE 21 DAYS after receiving this summons and a copy of the complaint to file a written answer with the court and 

serve a copy on the other party or take other lawful action with the court (28 days if you were served by mail or you were 
served outside of Michigan). 

3. If you do not answer or take other action within the time allowed, judgment may be entered against you for the relief 
demanded in the complaint. 

4. If you require accommodations to use the court because of a disability or if you require a foreign language interpreter 
to help you fully participate in court proceedings, please contact the court immediately to make arrangements. 

Issuettr Expiration  
5 2023 C°I-Irt clerk LISA PUSTHU::::,S 

*This summons is invalid unless served on or before its expiration date. This document must be sealed by the seal of the court. 



MC 01    (3/23)    SUMMONS MCR 1.109(D), MCR 2.102(B), MCR 2.103, MCR 2.104, MCR 2.105 

Summons (3/23) Case No. 23-_____________-CB

PROOF OF SERVICE 

TO PROCESS SERVER:  You must serve the summons and complaint and file proof of service with the court clerk before 
the expiration date on the summons.  If you are unable to complete service, you must return this original and all copies to 
the court clerk. 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE / NONSERVICE 

 I served      personally       by registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, and delivery restricted to the 
 addressee (copy of return receipt attached)     a copy of the summons and complaint, together with the 
 attachments listed below, on: 

 I have attempted to serve a copy of the summons and complaint, together with the attachments listed below, and 
 have been unable to complete service on: 

Name Date and time of service

Place or address of service

Attachments (if any)

 I am a sheriff, deputy sheriff, bailiff, appointed court officer or attorney for a party. 

 I am a legally competent adult who is not a party or an officer of a corporate party.  I declare under the penalties of 
 perjury that this certificate of service has been examined by me and that its contents are true to the best of my 
 information, knowledge, and belief. 

Service fee Miles traveled Fee Signature 

$ $      
Incorrect address fee Miles traveled Fee TOTAL FEE Name (type or print)

$      $      $      

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF SERVICE 

I acknowledge that I have received service of a copy of the summons and complaint, together with 

on . 
Attachments (if any) Date and time 

on behalf of       
Signature 

Name (type or print) 

MCL 600.1910, MCR 2.104, MCR 2.105



STATE OF MICHIGAN 
COUNTY OF KENT 
17111 CIRCUIT COURT 

NOTICE FOR 
ASSIGNMENT TO THE 

SPECIALIZED BUSINESS DOCKET 

CASE NUMBER 

492 1 9 -CB 
180 Ottawa Avenue NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 616-632-5025 

Plaintiff's name(s), address(es)and telephone no(s) Defendant's name(s), address(es) and telephone no(s) 
EARLY LEARNING NEIGHBORHODD V NKECHY EKERE EZEH, an individual; and 
COLLABORATIVE, a Michigan nonprofit 
organization 

SHARON KILLEBREW, an individual 

Plaintiff's attorney, bar no. , address, telephone no., 
and email address 

Defendant's attorney, bar no. , address, telephone no., and 
email address 

Brian P. Lennon (P47361) 
WARNER NORCROSS + JUDD LLP 
150 Ottawa Avenue NW, Suite 1500 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
(616) 752-2000 
blennon@wnj.com 

The U  Plaintiff ri Defendant requests assignment of the above captioned case to the 
Specialized Business Docket in that case satisfies the requirements of Section 11(A) of 
Local Administrative Order 2017-02 because the case falls into the following category: 

a 

An action in which all the parties are business enterprises; 
An action in which at least 1 party is a business enterprise and the other parties are its present or 
former owners, managers, shareholders, members, directors, officers, agents, employees, suppliers, 
or competitors and the claims arise from one of those relationships; 
An action in which at least 1 party is a nonprofit organization and claims arise out of that party's 
organizational structure, governance, or finances; 
An action involving the sale, mergers, purchase, combination, dissolution, liquidations, 
organizational structure, governance or finances of a business enterprise; 
An action involving information technology, software, website development, maintenance, or 
hosting; 
An action involving the internal organization of a business entity and the rights or obligations of 
shareholders, partners, members, owners, officers, directors, or managers; 
An action arising out of a contractual agreement or other business dealings, including licensing, 
trade secrets, intellectual property, antitrust, securities, noncompete, non-solicitation, and 
confidentiality agreements; 
An action arising from a commercial transaction, including a commercial bank transaction; 
An action arising from a business or commercial insurance policy; 
An action involving commercial real estate; 
An action subject to compulsory arbitration involving any of the above subjects. 
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